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Purpose or Objective 

Determine the format & competition schedule for the 2016 Olympic Games.  

 

Proposal 

To consider the following proposals individually, in determining the optimum format & schedule for 
the 2016 Olympic Games, building on the November 2012 format working party recommendations 
and May 2013 Events Committee minutes. It is the intention that each of the following 
recommendations are considered separately and individually, and exclusion of any one aspect of 
the recommendations should not be reason to dismiss the others. 

1. The Olympic Regatta should include a minimum of 8 Racing days. 

2. Each Olympic Event should be scheduled to race on at least 6 days (an alternative 
schedule is proposed in 8), with two races per day (3 for skiffs & multihull).  

3. Series scoring should be used for all Events, with one Opening series score excluded once 
5 races have been completed.  

4. Medal races for all Events should be umpired, non-excludable, and scores in these races 
should be doubled.  

5. Only one reserve day should be scheduled during the opening series, and a second 
reserve day scheduled the day prior to the medal race for each Event. Reserve days shall 
be used whenever the Opening series is behind schedule. 

6. Fleet size for medal races should be 10 in all Events. 

7. The table below summarises the proposed schedule; 
 

Format Opening Series Medal Races 

Event Days Races Target Time Days Races Target Time 

Windsurfer M& W 6 12 25 1 1 20 

1 Person Dinghy M&W 6 12 50 1 1 30 

1 Person Dinghy (Heavy) 6 12 50 1 1 30 

2 Person Dinghy M&W 6 12 50 1 1 30 

Skiff M&W 6 15 30 1 3 20 

Mixed Multihull 6 15 30 1 3 20 
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8. An alternative schedule proposal is: 

 

Format Opening Series Medal Races 

Event Days Races Target Time Days Races Target Time 

Windsurfer M& W 5 10 25 1 1 20 

1 Person Dinghy M&W 5 10 50 1 1 30 

1 Person Dinghy (Heavy) 5 10 50 1 1 30 

2 Person Dinghy M&W 5 10 50 1 1 30 

Skiff M&W 5 12 30 1 3 20 

Mixed Multihull 5 12 30 1 3 20 

 

Current Position 

As outlined in the May 2013 Events Committee minutes, including EC_5 (a)(i) 2016 Olympic 
Format – 2013 Mid-Year Meeting Update Report. 

 

Reasons  

1 Skill, not luck:  The Olympic Games is, and must remain, the most significant and prestigious 
event to win in small boat sailing for individuals and Nations.  Therefore only formats that can 
be relied on to produce a "true" champion should be used at the Olympics.  Shorter, or more 
random, formats may be more appropriate elsewhere.  The greater the number of days, the 
more likely it is that racing takes place in a range of conditions, and therefore the better the 
test of the sailors' ability. Every days' racing should count in a boat's final score. 

2 In total length of time, the Weymouth 2012 Olympic regatta was too long, and towards the 
end the number of people and boats on the site was very small.  Olympic regattas should 
ideally have a maximum of 8 or 9 racing days.  However this number should be increased 
when the expected conditions at the venue mean that there is a likelihood of races being lost 
due to the weather.  In the Rio 2016 Games, the winds are likely to be light and variable and 
daylight only lasts until 17.00 hours.   

3 The final day's racing in any Event should take place on the course closest to the spectators, 
with the result being known at the finish, and the medal ceremony taking place as soon as 
possible after the last race of the day.  Therefore the final day's races should be 
umpired.  However the fleet should be large enough to retain the interest of as many MNAs 
as practical.  The current 10 boat fleet currently achieves this.  The stadium course should 
not be used as it introduces too great a luck factor, and presents race management 
challenges in shifting winds. 

4 The format and scoring should be consistent with each day's racing having equal significance 
to the final result.  Raising the minimum fleet size to 20 makes this easier to achieve. 
 


